
This application must be completed online at http://www.bywaysonline.org/grants/, and submitted electronically
and in printed form.

Project Category

Which category best describes the location of this project?

● Project that is associated with a highway that has been designated as a National Scenic Byway, All
American Road, or one of America's Byways.

○ Project along a State or Indian tribe scenic byway that is carried out to make the byway eligible for
designation as a National Scenic Byway, an All-American Road, or one of America's Byways.

○ Project that is associated with the development of a State or Indian tribe scenic byway program.

Choose from the following categories of eligible work the type that best fits your project.

○ Byway Programs
○ Corridor Management
○ Safety Improvements
● Byway Facilities
○ Access to Recreation
○ Resource Protection
○ Interpretive Information
○ Marketing

Is this application a resubmission of an unfunded project from a previous year?

○ Yes
● No

Project Location

State(s) involved in project:

Kansas

Indicate the byway's regional location within the State. Reference prominent landmarks such as parallel major
highways, natural features, counties, or large cities, that makes the byway(s) easy to locate in a road atlas.

The Flint Hills National Scenic Byway stretches through the heart of the Kansas Flint Hills along Highway 177, from the
Highway 56 junction in Council Grove to the I-35 (Turnpike) junction at Cassoday. The byway passes through Morris
County, Chase County, and northern Butler County. At Strong City, the north-south road lies 20 miles west of Emporia,
Kansas (pop. 26,456), 79 miles northeast of Wichita (pop. 354,617), and 128 miles southwest of Kansas City
Metropolitan Area (pop. 2,015,282).

State Submission Date
Feb 14, 2007

Division Submission Date
not submitted

State Priority
0
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Briefly describe the project's location(s) on the byway using references to route numbers, byway gateway
communities, project location communities and landmarks so any reviewer can identify the project sites.

The Chase County Courthouse is located at the southern terminus of Broadway Street, the main commercial street in
downtown Cottonwood Falls, Kansas. Cottonwood Falls (pop. 966) is one of six historic ranching communities along the
Flint Hills National Scenic Byway, which links Council Grove, Strong City, Cottonwood Falls, Bazaar, Matfield Green
and Cassoday. The Courthouse is a major landmark along the byway.

Associated Byways

State Byway Name

KS Flint Hills Scenic Byway

Is this project consistent with the Corridor Management Plan(s) for the byway(s) involved?

● Yes
○ No / CMP not available

Congressional Districts

State District Representative (at time of application)

KS 1 Moran, Jerry

Abstract

Project Description

Complete the sentence "This project will..." before adding remaining information.

This project will provide public restrooms and orientation/interpretation space in the Chase County Courthouse for
visitors traveling along the Flint Hills National Scenic Byway. If funded, the project will provide the only public
restrooms in Cottonwood Falls. In addition to the restrooms, the project will provide the completion of space for tour
groups to gather for orientations before tours of the courthouse. This orientation space will include interpretive exhibits
on the courthouse and Flint Hills.

Byway Benefits

Complete the sentence "This project benefits the byway traveler by..." before adding remaining information.

The project benefits the byway traveler by providing conveniently located clean public restrooms and interpretive
orientation space that will provide the traveler with a better understanding of the history of the Chase County Courthouse
and the stone construction techniques common in the Kansas Flint Hills. As outlined in the Details Section of this
document, the creation of these facilities will fulfill multiple goals established by the Corridor Managment Plan.

Narrative

Project Summary

Completely describe all the major elements of your proposed project in a concise but complete summary.
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Introduction This project will provide much-needed tourist facilities on the ground floor of the Chase County
Courthouse for thousands of travelers who pass through Cottonwood Falls on the Flint Hills National Scenic Byway.
This project will coordinate with a multi-million-dollar courthouse restoration already underway.

Tourists on the Flint Hills National Scenic BywayHistoric Cottonwood Falls (population 966) is a tourist and service
center for the Kansas Flint Hills, home of the largest intact tallgrass prairie in North America. In 2005, 17,615 tourists
visited the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve, approximately 3 miles north of Cottonwood Falls. Visitors flock to the
Flint Hills each Spring to see ranchers burn part of the 4.5 million acres of prairie. Each June, 15,000 visitors attend
Strong CityÕs Flint Hills Rodeo, the longest-running professional rodeo in Kansas and Cottonwood FallsÕ Flint Hills
Folklife Festival. Cottonwood Falls provides lodging, shopping, and attractions for these tourists.

Chase County Courthouse VisitorsThe Chase County Courthouse is a key historic resource along the Flint Hills
National Scenic Byway. Because of its historical and architectural appeal, it is among the sites visited by the thousands
of tourists who visit Chase County each year. Completed in 1873 from plans by architect John G. Haskell, the
courthouse is the oldest county courthouse still in use in Kansas. In 2006 alone, approximately 2000 visitors signed the
courthouseÕs guestbook. Recent visitors have recorded their places of origin with red stick pins on a map in the
courthouseÕs entry. Hundreds of the visitors who tour the courthouse each year take advantage of guided tours offered by
the Chase County Chamber of Commerce. The tour facilities will provide for extended hours for touring, including
weekend touring hours.

There are currently no public restrooms in Chase County or Cottonwood Falls. There is no place for large tour groups to
gather - or for the visitors to learn the history of the courthouse and scenic byway.

Project ElementsThe project will provide the following:

1. Public RestroomsThere are currently two small restrooms on the courthouseÕs ground floor. The earliest of these,
constructed 1925, was subdivided in 1962 to create both menÕs and womenÕs restrooms (See Photos 6-7, Attachment C,
page 5). These restrooms, located north of the northernmost entry on the buildingÕs west elevation, are woefully
inadequate for public use. The existing restrooms will be replaced with two new unisex restrooms. Rehabilitation plans
call for the removal of the small womenÕs restroom, on the west, to provide corridor space for the new elevator to be
installed to the north (See Ground Floor Plan, Attachment C, page 9). This restroom will be replaced by a new restroom
to be located in the area now occupied by the boiler (See Photo 4, Attachment C, page 5). The second unisex restroom
will be located in the space now occupied by the menÕs restroom.

2. Visitor Orientation/InterpretationThere is presently no orientation space within the courthouse. When the Chamber of
Commerce provides guided tours of the courthouse, there is no place for tourists to gather. Because it is important that
tours of the courthouse not interrupt county business, guides must separate large tour groups into smaller groups for
tours. The proposed orientation space will provide a place where tourists can gather before a tour, where tour guides can
address larger tour groups, and where visitors can learn about the history of the courthouse and Flint Hills stone
construction through wall-mounted interpretive exhibits while waiting for their tour. The interpretation space will occupy
space currently used for offices. Plans call for the relocation of these offices to other buildings in downtown Cottonwood
Falls.

In addition to construction costs, the budget for the orientation/interpretive space includes funding necessary to hire an
exhibits specialist to provide text for wall-mounted interpretive panels and for the materials and assembly of the
permanent interpretive exhibit.

Summary The proposed project will fulfill goals in the Corridor Management Plan by providing public restroom
facilities and historic interpretation of the courthouse and the byway.

Benefit to Byway Traveler

Describe how the proposed project will benefit a byway traveler, add to their travel experience or fulfill an
important objective of your CMP.

The project will benefit the byway traveler by providing clean public restrooms in a central location and by providing
context for their visit to the courthouse and to the Flint Hills.
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The project will meet multiple goals established by the Corridor Management Plan (CMP), including the creation of
Òinterpretive centersÓ (CMP, page 7), Ò[e]ncourag[ing] preservation and restoration of historic structures (CMP, page
22), promoting tours (CMP, page 39), and providing tourist facilities such as restrooms (CMP, page 48).

Prior Projects

Describe any relationship between this project and previously funded National Scenic Byways grant projects. In
addition, discuss how the proposed work relates to any multi-year work plan byway leaders have developed.

This project is a logical progression of efforts to provide tourist facilities along the Flint Hills National Scenic Byway. It
will complement the Strong City Visitor and Community Center and other related facilities. A concerted effort will be
made to offer interpretation that does not overlap that already provided at the Overlook Kiosks and Interpretive Center.

Project Coordinator

Please provide contact information for a person responsible for this project.

Name: June Morgan

Title: County Clerk

Organization: Chase County

Address: Courthouse
Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845

Phone: (620) 273-6423

Fax:

E-mail:
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Work Plan

Milestone/Task
Start
Date Duration

Responsible
Party Justification

Establish funding
agreement with State

AAD*

Selective Demolition AAD +
60 days*

30 days Chase County Over the years, the historically unfinished north end of the basement has been unsystematically modified to
accommodate offices and restrooms. Today, the basement lacks a clear circulation pattern and adequate
restrooms. To provide a central hallway between the front and rear staircases, new elevator, proposed public
restrooms and orientation/interpretive space, the non-historic walls in the buildingÕs center section will be
removed. Non-historic east/west walls will also be removed to create a large interpetive space on the hallÕs
west side. To provide for the elevator, bulk stone under the basement vault will be removed. The womenÕs
restroom will be demolished to create a path from the new elevator to the new central corridor. All existing
utilities and lighting will be removed.

Plumbing AAD +
90 days*

30 days Chase County Current basement plumbing serves two restrooms and a break room. All plumbing will be removed and new
plumbing installed to supply water to two new unisex toilets. New fixtures, including sinks and toilets, will
be installed in the new ADA restrooms.

Concrete AAD +
120
days*

30 days Chase County The current foundation does not meet structural requirements required for the installation of the proposed
elevator. In addition, the basement slab is broken and heaving in places. The foundation will be underpinned
to accommodate the elevator. The basement slabs will be cut and patched to provide a smooth surface for
installation of a new tile floor.

Electrical/Lighting AAD +
150
days*

30 days Chase County All utilities will be demolished during the ÒSelective DemolitionÓ phase of the project. Under this phase,
new electrical receptacles, wiring, switches and light fixtures will be installed.

Interior Plan/Finishes AAD +
180
days*

60 days Chase County New walls for restrooms and hallways will be constructed and finished with drywall. New tile floors will be
installed. The interpretive space has furred-in gypsum board walls over the limestone perimeter walls. These
furred-in walls will be replaced with new walls. New woodwork, including wood elevator surrounds, doors,
baseboards, and cabinets will be installed. Existing woodwork, including historic window sashes and trim
will be painted. All walls will be painted.
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Milestone/Task
Start
Date Duration

Responsible
Party Justification

Interpretation AAD +
30
weeks*

30 days Chase County Chase County will contract with an exhibits specialist to research and design interpretive panels that
incorporate text and photographs to tell the story of the Chase County Courthouse and the Flint Hills stone
construction tradition.

* AAD = Actual Award Date (estimated to be March 01, 2008)
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Budget

Cost Breakdown

# Description Total Cost Requested Match

1. Plumbing 36,000 28,800 7,200

2. Selective Demolition 20,000 16,000 4,000

3. Concrete 5,000 4,000 1,000

4. Floorplan/Finishes 45,000 36,000 9,000

5. Electrical/Lighting 40,000 32,000 8,000

6. Interpretation (professional fees and assembly) 15,000 12,000 3,000

7. Professional Fees (architectural/engineering) 14,600 11,680 2,920

Total $175,600 $140,480 $35,120

Matching Funds

Source Type Description Amount

Chase County Cash 35,120

Total $35,120

Funding Allocation

Do the byways involved in the project cross any Federal Lands? (Check all that apply)

○ Bureau of Indian Affairs
○ Bureau of Land Management
○ Fish and Wildlife Service
● National Park Service
○ USDA Forest Service

If this project is selected for funding, please indicate your preference for carrying out the project (check one):

● FHWA allocates the funds for the project to the State DOT
○ FHWA allocates the funds for the project to one of the Federal Land Management agencies marked

above (provide contact information below)
○ FHWA allocates the funds for the project to an Indian tribe or tribal government (provide contact

information below)
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If funding should be allocated to a Federal land management agency or Indian tribal organization, please provide
contact information for that organization:

Name:

Title:

Organization:

Address:

Phone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Application Checklist

The following statements are for informative purposes. Please read and check each statement.

■ I understand that this is a reimbursement program - funds are not available up-front.
■ I have reviewed and responded to the Complete Application statements as outlined in the Grants

Guidance.
■ I have been in touch with the State scenic byway coordinator and have responded to recommendations

or requirements of the State.
■ I have verified with the State byway coordinator that this proposed project can receive authorization to

proceed from the State and FHWA division before the end of the fiscal year for which the application is
made.

Attachments

Use this as a checklist to verify that all attachments are provided with your printed application.

□ Attachment A - Kansas Byways Map

This map shows the stateÕs eight scenic byways. The area shaded in yellow is the stateÕs
Flint Hills region, the location of the Flint Hills National Scenic Byway.

Digital version: Attachment A.tif (73.9 KB)

□ Attachment B - Flint Hills National Scenic Byway

This is a more detailed map showing the location of Cottonwood Falls along the Flint Hills
Scenic Byway.

Digital version: Attachment B.tif (400.9 KB)
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□ Attachment C - The Chase County Courthouse

This file provides overall photos of the Chase County Courthouse and detailed photos of the
proposed project area on the buildingÕs ground floor. There is a photo on page 2 showing the
places of origin for the thousands of tourists who visit the courthouse each year. Page 3 has a
demolition plan showing the current configuration of the ground floor. Overlaid on the map
is a photo log for the numbered photos on the pages that follow. The plans for the ground
floor are on Page 9. The dotted red line represents the boundaries of the project area.

Digital version: Attachment C.pdf (1.7 MB)
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Signatures

Application Completeness

I certify that this application is complete and correct, and is eligible for National Scenic Byways funding.

Matching Funds Certification

I certify that the matching funds for this project are available for use at the time of application.

Please print name: Title:

Signature: Date:

Please print name:
Tim Peterson

Title:
Chair, Chase County Board of County Commissioners

Signature: Date:
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